CHRISHALL VILLAGE NEWSLETTER
WINTER 2018

Also available online and in full colour at
www.chrishallpc.org.uk
email: stephen@tambourine.org.uk
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WHAT’S ON AT A GLANCE
Regular Meetings:

Chrishall W.I.: 3rd Wednesday of the month in the Village
Hall, 7.30pm. Details: Margaret on 838358 and page 20.
Open Door: 1st Monday of the month in the Village Hall, 122pm. Details: Jenny on 838386 and page 21.
Parish Council: 1st Tuesday of the month (no meeting in
December), 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Details: Belinda on
838732.
Village Lunch Club: 4th Thursday of the month (December –
2nd Thursday). Details: Meg on 838936.
Society of Chrishall Artists: last Thursday of the month,
Village Hall 7.30-10.00pm. Details: Helen on 838930.
Yoga Classes: Village Hall, Monday, Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday mornings and Tuesday evenings. Details: page 12
Keep Fit: Ladies’ Keep Fit, Village Hall Tuesdays 9.15am.
Mixed Keep Fit, Thursdays 7.00pm. Details: Nic Bennett on
838711 or ingoodnic@hotmail.co.uk
Church Mice: Parent and toddler group with a Christian
focus. Songs, stories, craft and more. Village Hall, 2nd and
4th Wednesdays during term-time, 10am-12 noon. Details:
Sally on 263231
Carpet Bowls: Village Hall, 2nd Wednesday of the month,
7.30 to 9.30pm. Details: Mike on 838027.
Lingualounge: Language classes for adults. Tuesday
evenings and Wednesday and Thursday mornings in
Royston, Monday and Tuesday mornings in Saffron Walden,
Friday mornings in Cambridge. Details: Sarah on 07775
640794 or see www.lingualounge.co.uk. and page 20
Pilates: Tru-2-pilates. Mondays, 9.45 and 10.45am, and
Fridays 9.30 to 11.30am in the Village Hall. Details from
Chloe on 849113 or chloe.romans@gmail.com.
Chrishall Library: Details and opening times page 4.

Youth Club: monthly at the Village Hall. Details from
Belinda on 838732.
‘Drop in and Draw’ sketching group; 1st Wednesday of the
month at the Pavilion from 1.30pm. Details from Paula on
836240.
Knitting and Crochet group; 1st Saturday of the month, at
the Pavilion, 10am to 12noon. Details: Barbara on 838626.
Winter Events:

Open Door Christmas lunch: Monday December 3rd. Details
page 21
Services at Chrishall Church: Details: page 6

USEFUL INFORMATION
Parish Council Chairman
School – Head teacher
Pre-school
Neighbourhood Watch
Village Hall Chairman
Village Hall bookings
Church bookings
Church Office
Open Door
WI

David Thomas
Tracey Bratley
838592
Abby Musk
07817 940813
Paul Lewis
838737
Guy Rackham
838453
Clare Godfrey
838691
chrishallvhbookings@gmail.com
Helen Bennett
838711
info@helenbennett.com
Erica Debnam
837272
iwp.parishoffice@gmail.com
Jenny Rodda
838386
Margaret Rogers
838358

Library Van - every second Thursday, 11.40-11.55 am at Pinkeneys, Crawley
End, and 12.55-1.25 pm at the School.
Newspaper delivery
Mr Harvey
01223 834591
Milk delivery
Steve Davies
01279 777591
Saffron Walden Police (non-emergency/crime incident)
101
Medical assistance (when medical help is needed fast)
111
Royston & District Community Transport
01763 245228
Uttlesford Community Travel (Book-a-Ride)
01371 875787
History websites:

Fred Davies

Parish website:

John Kay

Village Hall website: Richard Keeling

www.chrishallessex.com
www.recordinguttlesfordhistory.org.uk
www.chrishallpc.org.uk
www.chrishallvillagehall.co.uk
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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the Winter 2018 edition of the Chrishall Parish Council
newsletter. Many thanks to all our contributors.
It doesn’t seem possible that with the issue of this newsletter, I will have
been editing it for 7 years! Time flies when you’re having a good time! But –
I am beginning to think that it’s time to hand over the task to someone else.
The newsletter could benefit from new ideas and new approaches, and for
my part I would like to focus on some new endeavours.
The newsletter is fun to do and doesn’t take up as much time as you might
think. All you need really is a computer and printer and be comfortable with
simple word processing. If you feel that this could be for you, please get in
touch with me and I can give you more details
I hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter and have a lovely Christmas.
Stephen Foote

DEADLINE for copy for the Spring 2019 issue is
Friday February 22nd 2019
I will send a reminder to all our regular contributors and advertisers by
e-mail about a fortnight before the deadline. If you don’t get these
reminders and would like to be on the mailing list please let me know.
Contributions in Microsoft Word format using Verdana 12 font would be
especially appreciated. It is also helpful if texts and pictures are sent as
e-mail attachments.
Please Note: I cannot handle documents in .pdf format at present.
Contact – e-mail: stephen@tambourine.org.uk
or phone me on 838936

CHRISHALL COMMUNITY LIBRARY
In order to avoid disappointment, we wish to let everyone know that the
library will close at 10am on Monday 10th December to cover the
Christmas period. Will anyone wishing to borrow books please collect
them before the 10th. You might wish to take several with you to see you
through until we re-open on 4th January, when we hope to welcome back
our present borrowers and lots of new faces.

In the meantime, on behalf of all our volunteers, I hope you have a very
Happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous 2019.
Best wishes
Barbara Smith

Library opening hours:
Monday
9 – 10am
Tuesday
2.30 – 4.30pm
Wednesday 9 – 12 noon and 2.30 – 4.30pm
Thursday 2.30 – 4.30pm
Friday
9 – 10am
Saturday 10 – 12noon
Sunday
1st Sunday of the month; 2 -5pm.

DARK LANE FORGE

Blacksmith, Welding, Fabrication, Artist
Contact: LUCAS LING
01763 838876 (daytime) or 07545 233939
darklaneforge@hotmail.co.uk

WEATHER RECORDS
Apart from a few days towards the end of October and the beginning of
November, the weather has been glorious, shortening the winter to
come.
With rain to soften the ground, one is able to plant bulbs without using a
pickaxe to make the hole!
Rainfall:

August 1.82 ins
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September 1.35 ins
October 2.44 ins
For the year so far, total rainfall is 17.77 ins
‘Weatherwise’

CHRISHALL CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Dear Chrishall Residents
Please come and join us at Holy Trinity, Chrishall at any or all of the
services over the Christmas period; we’d love to see you!
Best wishes from Chrishall DCC

Friday December 14th at 10am: Chrishall School Carol service
Sunday December 16th at 4pm: Chrishall Carol Service
Monday December 24th at 3pm: The Crib Service
Monday December 24th at 11.30pm: Communion Service

‘FUND-RAISING’ PLASTIC BAG DROPS
Another week, and another clothing bag drops through my letter box.
This time, a plea to support “Breast Cancer Research Aid”; and who
doesn’t know someone affected by this dreadful disease? As I walk
around Chrishall two days later, I see many examples of filled bags,
awaiting collection. But do you ever wonder why we’re being asked to
help fund so many different charities, such as “Transformation for
Veterans”, “The Children’s Air Ambulance” and “Just Helping Children”?
All apparently good causes that tug at the heartstrings…
Similar scams are perpetuated throughout middle class areas of Britain.
Playing on the public’s emotions, often near-new and expensive clothes
are left for the doorstep collection by good-hearted people. But would
you do this if you knew that the donated clothing isn’t sold in a British
charity shop but shipped in bulk by the unscrupulous organisation to
former Soviet countries, or to Africa or to be pulped?
Those plastic bags come from a small community of unscrupulous textile
recyclers. They have no formal links to the charity whose logo and
mission statement are emblazoned on the front and back of the wrapper
and they make only a vague promise to pass on £110 a tonne for your
clothes. By coincidence, it’s always that same figure, and of course there
is no way that the value of each collection could ever be independently
checked.
So, let’s take a look at that expensive blouse you put in the bag this
week. It weighs in at less than 1kg. In the unlikely event that the textile
recycler did decide to pass on any money, that lovely blouse would have
generated a donation of no more than the princely sum of 11 pence!
Clothing collections from wealthy neighbourhoods like ours is lucrative.
Clothes of a standard you’d see in a decent charity shop are typically
sold on to buyers in Latvia and Lithuania; they sell the best items via
eBay to customers in France, Germany and the UK, and sell the rest in
second hand shops. Clothing which is too tired or out of date for
European tastes is compressed into 1 tonne bales and shipped in bulk to
poorer parts of Africa for re-sale in town markets. Re-sellers are so
desperate, they buy the bales blind (unopened). While that bale
obviously provides clothes for the needy, it also has the unfortunate byproduct of destroying that country’s indigenous textile industry.
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The prosperous young man on the left is
Lithuanian Eligijus Cinaitis, the owner of ECS
Textiles in North Shields. The ECS website is clear
about what they do – “we collect quality door to
door clothing all around England, Scotland and
Wales and export the collected clothes to Europe
and worldwide”. If you read the small print you
can spot the ECS name appears on several of our
regular bags and he has his own team of postmen
and self-employed van drivers.
One of his bags last month was purportedly for
“Transformation for Veterans” – if you look at the
charity’s accounts for the year ending 30 June
2017, their total Income was just £12,649 and their ‘partner’ ECS
Textiles doesn’t appear in any of their literature or on their website. Mr
Cinaitis also drops bags for, inter alia, “Funds For Schools”, “Forces
Support” and “Farplace Animal Rescue”.
But back to this week’s bag, for Breast Cancer Research Aid. It must be
a worthy recipient of your generosity, as it clearly sounds like a major
national research charity that unlocks the secrets of this devastating
illness. If you look on the Charity Commission website at the charity’s
accounts, you’ll see that it had a total income last year of just £12,333.
From this paltry sum, it spent £9,016 - £1,322 on a website and a mere
£7,694 on unspecified “research projects”. So, do you now think that
this oddball charity is making more of a difference to the quest to unlock
cancer than Cancer Research UK?
The first bags that appeared in Chrishall were for the ‘Children’s Air
Ambulance’ or ‘Air Ambulance Service’. The wrapper cleverly
incorporated a photograph of the yellow helicopter owned our very own
(and very admirable) Essex Air Ambulance charity, but there was no link
to that charity whatsoever. The kind-hearted souls of Chrishall who
filled those bags with decent clothes were actually funding the then
market leader in bag-drop collections, Air Ambulance Recycling Ltd of
Birmingham.
In May 2012, that company, along with its parent company, E&N Textiles
Ltd, was wound up by the Government Insolvency Service ‘to send a
message that it is unacceptable to mislead the public and exploit their
goodwill towards emergency services’. In June 2014 Warwickshire Police
successfully prosecuted the owner of both companies - Lithuanian
Evaldas Guoga - under the Unfair Trading Regulations 2008 for
misleading people with his charity clothing collection bags distributed in
this and other areas of the UK.

The elderly are particularly prone to these scams. Several years ago, a
77 years old lady in Burton was found to have given more than £1,000
in cash as well as clothing and toys to Air Ambulance Recycling in just
one year. This triggered investigations by the police into collections in
Essex, Norfolk, Oxfordshire and Warwickshire, but budget cuts shifted
priorities. However, local authorities have a duty to prosecute doorstep
collectors under the House to House Collections Act 1939 for conducting
an unlicensed charitable collection. And, even if the leaflet or bag
wrapper doesn't use the word ‘charity’, the collector still needs a licence
if it purports to be a collection for a charitable purpose.
Wrappers often now carry the logo of the Fundraising Regulator, but
registration with this body by non-charitable organisations provides no
comfort that the company is trading ethically or enjoys a formal
relationship with a registered charity. Prosecutions can also be obtained
under the Fraud Act 2006 and Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading
Regulations 2008; the problem is that, in these cash-strapped times,
local authorities like Uttlesford have far more-pressing priorities to spend
their declining budgets on.
So, when that next bag drop comes through the letter box fraudulently
claiming that it is an arm of a charity or organisation funding good works
for disabled children, injured servicemen or cancer patients - do those
good causes a favour. Put the plastic bag straight in the bin and either
drop your unwanted clothes off at any of the various charity shops in
Saffron Walden, Sawston or Royston; or go online and donate to a
proper charity.
By not filling the bags in Chrishall, we can reward genuinely deserving
charities and help end this dreadful scam.
Neil Marshall
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Wyatts, Crawley End, Chrishall, Royston, Herts. SG8 8QL

01763 838264
Oil Fired Boiler Installations
All central heating systems & domestic hot and cold systems installed, extended and
maintained.
Complete bathroom installation service.
Partner installers of Alto Energy and Nu Heat Geo Thermal Ground Source and Air
source Heat Pumps
(and yes we still change washers in drippy float valves)

Contact Us: Info@pphl.co.uk

Paw Perfect Groomers
City and Guilds-qualified pet grooming for your dogs and cats.
Hand stripping, clipping, brushing and nail-trimming, all part
of our caring salon-based service in Chrishall. Prices start from
£25 for a full groom for pooches and £20 for pussycats. Difficult
customers welcome (and their pets!).
Book your appointment today on
01763 838720 or 07749 845171

Wills & Will Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney
Funeral Plans & Probate Services
Personal, confidential service in the comfort of your home

Christine Grisbrooke MIPW
01763 848555 /07703 258555 chris@christineswillwriting.co.uk

BRAND TRUST
Helping villagers and organisations in Chrishall
The Trust was founded in 1989 on the death of Mr William Walter
Brand, a local farmer and landowner. It was incorporated in 1994 and
commenced its duties from September 1995. The main object of the
trust is to give support to those in our community who are in need,
hardship or distress.
Subject to funds being available, the Trustees will consider
applications for help with costs related to education including
transport costs, school outings, disability aids, essential furniture
and kitchen equipment, heating, medical and respite care. Group
organisation applications can cover help with setting up new
groups, sporting activities and equipment.
We are also able to offer a secondary school clothing allowance and a
winter fuel allowance.
If you missed the heating allowance form in the last newsletter, please
contact one of the trustees listed below for an application form.
We understand that some people might be reluctant to come forward for
help, but it's important that we include everyone who can benefit from
the Trust. If you know of anybody that does need help, or you need it
for yourself, then please don't hesitate to contact (in complete
confidence) any of the trustees below.
We look forward to hearing from you.
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Trustees:
Mark Garrett
Sue Pegram
Bill Rodda
Margaret Rogers

838409
838185
838386
838358

WEEKLY YOGA CLASSES
Chrishall and Barkway
Monday:

Power Yoga
Gentle / Beginners

09.30
10.45

Tuesday:

Flow & Restore

19.30

Wednesday:Restorative (monthly) 19.30
Friday:

Gentle Yoga

Saturday: Uplifting Flow

09.30
09.00

Rebecca’s classes create an entire experience of ‘mindfulness through
movement’. Strategic sequencing builds strength and flexibility while
releasing stress and fatigue. Suitable for all levels and genders…….
Please get in touch:
07740 067186
becky@chantingstork.com
www.chantingstork.com

SEASONS GREETINGS

Paula and Steven Parish send
Christmas greetings and best wishes
for 2019 to all our friends and
neighbours.

Christmas greetings to all our friends
and neighbours from Jane and Bill
Holloway
(and from the Ponies – a special ‘Thank you’ to all the
considerate motorists who always slow down for us
when they see us at work on the roads!)

Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to all our friends and neighbours
from
Helen and Richard at Campanula

To all my friends and
neighbours, wishing you all a
very Happy Christmas and a
healthy New Year
With best wishes
from Spenny Loveday

Wishing you a wonderful
Christmas and Peaceful New Year
‘Live every day as a new
adventure’
Namaste
Chanting Stork Yoga

To all our friends in Chrishall,
wishing you a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year
Best wishes from Jenny and Bill

CHRISHALL VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 100 CLUB

The first quarterly draw of the 100 club 2019-19 season took place on
Sunday 28 October at The Red Cow and the winning numbers were
drawn by: Mike Dearman
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1st prize
£120 won by Sarah Reilly
2nd prize £60 won by Wendy Benton
3rd prize
£30 won by Lynne Walden
Congratulations to these winners.
The next draw will take place on Sunday 27 January 2019, 4.30 p.m. at
the Red Cow. You are most welcome to attend.
The 100 club draw entrance fee is £36 and we currently have only 48
paid up members for the year. In order to make the 100 club worthwhile
we do need more participants. We offer almost half of the fee back in
prize money with the balance makes a valuable contribution to
maintaining the village halls.
Helen Melville-Smith
telephone: 838930 or email: cvh100club@gmail.com

DOG WALKERS AND RUNNERS
Can I advise those who run, and particularly those who run with dogs,
that it is very unsettling to walkers, with or without dogs themselves,
when they run up behind people without the pedestrian being aware.
I have been badly frightened on several occasions when runners have
pounded up close behind me when I am walking my dogs. They frighten
the dogs which can trigger unwanted behaviours.
I am not a nervous person but suddenly hearing footfalls right behind
you is very unsettling, and even more so when the person appears in
such a rush they nearly run you over which has happened again more
than once!

Runners with dogs are a great problem, particularly when they keep on
running. Speed triggers dogs into automatic chase and kill behaviours.
The level of mental excitement is dependent upon the breed of dog
involved, its life experience and training. Runners get bitten when this
automatic chase and kill behaviour is triggered in a dog which is highly
mentally stimulated.
A dog running at or past another dog is a direct threat, and is very likely
to trigger an attack or a fight.
Can I therefore please ask runners, with or without dogs, to walk past
pedestrians. If a runner has a dog, can you please put it on a lead, and
walk past. Your dog may be very well behaved, but it will still be
considered a threat if runs straight at another dog or dogs.
The paths are quite narrow, and it is courteous to treat others as you
would like to be treated.
Thank you
Dog Walker.

CHRISHALL ARCHIVE GROUP
The Chrishall Archive Group presented the now annual Irene Cranwell
Memorial Lecture on Wednesday 7th November with a talk by Dr
Deborah Thom of Robinson College, Cambridge.
To a packed Chapel Hall, Dr Thom spoke of the difficult times women
coped with during the years of the First World War when most of the
men left for the Front. She had researched our village and showed
slides of some of the villagers of those times and told stories of Chrishall
folk, many with names that are familiar to us today. Villagers whose
relatives were mentioned and those new to the village enjoyed learning
more about the community as it used to be.
On Remembrance Sunday, prior to the opening of the First World War
Archive Exhibition, the Archive group were joined by villagers around the
Chrishall War Memorial for a short ceremony of Remembrance, with
readings, a two minute silence at 11.00am and the laying of wreaths.
The names of those on the War Memorial, who fought and died, and
their families who were left bereft at home, were read out, as were the
names of all the fortyfour men who went to the war and returned.
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After the ceremony many visited the Archive in the Pavilion, to enjoy
refreshments and the opportunity to view a corner of a home as it would
have looked during the war years. A lot of work went into creating this
special scene, with antique kitchen implements, an authentic stove
(originally in Irene Cranwell’s home, Faerie Cottage) and surrounds
cleverly made by Fred Davies.
Visitors had come from as far afield as Somerset and Holland-on-Sea to
enjoy the Archive’s wealth of photographs and documents connected
with those from Chrishall who went to the war. A life size photograph of
Leonard Rogers stood in a corner with an exhibition of his papers and
those of his peers. Visitors also came from surrounding villages and it
was a delight to see and hear people meeting up and talking about
mutual relatives. We are indebted to Fred Davies and Rosemarie Gant,
Fred and Susan’s daughter and grand-daughter of Irene Cranwell, who
have put an immense amount of time , energy and expertise into
creating this fascinating archive. The archive stayed open during the
following week.
To round off our week of Remembrance we were treated to the ringing
of the bells of Holy Trinity Church, Chrishall, on the Sunday evening.

REPORT FROM CHRISHALL PARISH COUNCIL
By Belinda Irons, Clerk, 14 Crawley End, Chrishall. SG8 8QL. 01763838732
Email: chrishallpc@xlninternet.co.uk
www.chrishallpc.org.uk
Parish Councillors
Chairman: David Thomas
Councillors: Stephen Foote, Jane Holloway, John Kay, Sheena
Lashko, Ian Pitfield, Steven Parish, Tracey Slade
Uttlesford District Councillors
Robert Chambers and Julie Redfern
Essex County Councillor
John Moran
Parish Council meetings for 2019
First Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall
(December and August excepted) 8th January, 5th February, 5th March, 2nd April, 14th May (APM & APCM),
4th June, 2nd July, 3rd September, 1st October, 5th November.

New Chairman
Many thanks to David Thomas for taking on this important role in the
Parish Council. It is hoped that he enjoys his term in office.
Parish Council vacancy
Chrishall Parish Council would like to record its thanks to Derek Ailes for
his years as a Parish Councillor and Chairman. Derek pulled off deals
which include attaining the freehold of Jigneys Meadow, purchase of the
former Methodist chapel and hall, and also assisted the Village Hall
Committee to transfer its operations to the former Methodist buildings
whilst negotiating the intricacies of the Charity Commission. Derek was a
driving force in the face of opposition, and did what he believed was best
for the village. The Parish Council wishes him well in whatever
endeavour he undertakes in the future.
The Parish Council now has a vacancy. It has developed a policy and
application form for those who wish to apply. Can you please contact the
Clerk, or ask a Councillor if you require the forms or you need more
information on the role.
Parish & District Council Elections: 2nd May 2019
Another 4 years have rolled by, and elections are imminent. If you are
interested in serving on the Parish Council, please do make the Clerk
aware, as she will be able to provide application forms to enable you to
stand for election. Additional information is available direct from UDC.
11.11.18
Chrishall Parish Council would like to thank the Chrishall History Archive
for leading this moving event at the War Memorial on the 11.11.18 at
11am. The names of the fallen as well as those who returned, were read
out, along with other readings which brought those lost to mind. This
was followed by a wonderful exhibition in the pavilion about the lives of
Chrishall people in days gone by. Special thanks to Rosemarie Gant,
Fred Davies, Caroline Fookes, Jo Wilson, and Tracey Slade for very
moving tributes, and a fantastic recreation of a cottage in the pavilion,
complete with cooking range. Thanks also to Jane and Bill Holloway for
bringing ‘Jimmy’ the pony in his trap to represent the animals lost in the
conflict. Wreaths were laid on behalf of the school, the WI, and the
Parish Council.
Planning Issues
Uttlesford District Council takes decisions on planning applications. The
Parish Council is a statutory consultee, and its comments are considered
when the UDC Planning Officer considers each application. The Parish
Council aims to be consistent in its response to Uttlesford District Council
on every application. When a site has been put forward for development,
the Parish Council must be mindful of the current planning legislation
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when it makes its comments. It must also be mindful of the impact on
surrounding properties and infrastructure. This is not an easy task, and
takes a great deal of consideration to strike a balance of what is, or is
not, considered to be acceptable to the community and meets planning
requirements.
The Parish Council must take all decisions ‘without fear or favour’ and in
the best interest of this and future members of the community. It must
behave in a consistent and fair way in all its decision-making capacities.
Dog waste
This perennial problem keeps surfacing. Currently, someone is hanging
bags in the hedge on Dark Lane. It might be that the person who is
doing this has forgotten them. If so, please return and put them in the
bin.
All dog owners have a responsibility to pick up after their dogs and put
the bags in the bins provided, or take it home. Littering with plastic bags
is an offence which carries a fine.
Bottles in Trees
The Clerk has flagged this strange behaviour with the Police and UDC.
This is also littering and again carries a fine.
Defibrillator
The defibrillator is in a cabinet on the outside of the village hall.
The Brand Pavilion
The core Parish Office opening times will be Monday, Wednesday and
Friday between 10.30 and 12.30. Other times by appointment.
The Book Exchange needs your support. Please do use this facility.
See the website for opening times of the History Archive:
http://chrishallessex.co.uk
Youth Club: Cllr Tracey Slade will run the Youth Club every Wednesday
evening from 6.00-8.00pm.
If you have youngsters who want to be involved please let me or Tracey
Slade know.
Volunteers are needed to supervise please.
The Drop in and Draw group meets each month in the pavilion: please
see its main post in this newsletter.

The knit and crochet group had a great turnout of ladies and children. It
is open on the 1st Saturday of the month in the pavilion. Again, please
see their main post in the newsletter.
If you have any ideas for the use of the main area please let me know. It
would be great to have an informal coffee shop run by volunteers with
donations to support the purchase of goods such as tea, coffee, milk and
sugar.
Trees, Hedges and Ditches
Can you please make sure that trees and hedges are not cut during the
bird nesting season which commences 1st March and finishes at the end
of August.
Bonfires
If you have a bonfire, can you please make sure of the wind direction
before you light it. Don’t let the smoke blow across your neighbour’s
gardens or across the road. Please do consider your neighbours and
restrict lighting bonfires to early evening. Should smoke from your
bonfire travel across the public highway you may be liable should there
be an accident.
Fireworks
You are asked to please consider animals in your vicinity if you have a
fireworks party at the New Year. Erection of bonfires needs to be carried
out with hedgehogs in mind. If your property borders fields with
livestock, please make the owner(s) aware so they have the option of
moving stock. A personal plea would be to please not purchase fireworks
which whistle or scream as this really upsets domestic pets as well as
livestock.
Green Waste Collection
There is a monthly green waste collection which alternates between
Pinkeneys and the Red Cow. The dates will be posted to the website and
the notice boards once the PC gets them for 2019 from UDC.
Uttlesford District Council also provide a weekly green waste collection
for a fee of £40 per year which reduces the need for most bonfires.
Highways reporting
It is much more effective if individuals report Highways faults directly
onto the Essex County Council Highways fault reporting section of the
website. If drains are blocked, or if pot holes appear, please do report
them directly as you will know exactly where the fault is.
It is important that parishioners understand that the Parish Council has
no legal responsibility for the highway, and that issues between
landowners and Essex County Council cannot be decided or influenced
by the Parish Council.
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CHRISHALL W.I.
Chrishall WI meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
South Hall, Crawley End. We have interesting speakers at our meetings
and we are able to go on lots of outings arranged by the Cambridgeshire
Federation of Women’s Institutes.
At our October meeting we were shown how to make Canapes and other
party food. We were able to sample the items made which were
delicious.
At the November meeting the speaker will talk to us about Wild Life in
the garden.
On the 12th December we have our Christmas Party and on the 16th
January the talk will be about Furniture and Restoration.
We held a very successful Harvest Supper in October. The Walden
Buskers entertained us and a great time was had by all that came.
A wreath from the WI was laid at the War Memorial on 11th November
Many outings and courses have taken place including table tennis,
felting, wreath making and the yearly quiz to name a few.
We are always pleased to welcome new members. Please come along to
one of our meetings.

OPEN DOOR
Our Christmas party is on Mon.Dec.3rd and all who have attended Open
Door at any time during 2018 are invited. If you haven’t already booked
your seat, please contact Jenny Rodda (838386) or Margaret Rogers
838358).
Open Door lunches will continue to take place on the first Monday of
each month in 2019, the first of these being Mon. 7th Jan.

23 November 2018

Christmas bin collections are
changing
Some important changes to the bin collection
schedules are being made this Christmas and New Year in order to
minimise disruption for residents.
Due to the limited opportunity for refuse vehicles to tip waste at the
transfer station (this is where the waste has to go before it can be sent
for recycling) and to avoid any complex catch-up arrangements, there
will be no bin collections in the week of Christmas.
Collections of the green-lidded recycling bin and food caddy will restart
on Wednesday 2 January 2019. All collections that week will be one day
later than normal – for example, if your bin is normally collected on a
Friday, it will instead be collected on the Saturday.
If you fill your green-lidded bin before the first week of January, you can
use any plastic bags (except black bin bags) or cardboard box and put
these next to your bin for collection. If you fill your food waste caddy
you can put extra food waste in your black-lidded bin.
All collections will return to normal from Tuesday 8 January 2019 (the
black-lidded waste bin and food caddy). Crews will accept additional
bagged general household waste during that week only.
21

For more information about recycling, reducing or reusing your waste, or to see
recycling centre opening times over Christmas, visit www.loveessex.org. Residents
can stay with recycling and waste news by subscribing to our e-newsletter service –
visit www.uttlesford.gov.uk/keepmeposted. You can also follow us on Facebook and
Twitter (search UttlesfordDC).

Newsletter December 2018
New Telephone Number
Great News! We’ve got a new FREEPHONE telephone number 0300 234 5555.
You can contact the Sawston, Linton, Barley, Market Hill and Shelford surgeries via
this one number and it’s free to call from mobile ‘phones and landlines. The
individual surgery numbers will continue to work for the next few months.
Holiday Season Opening Times
Granta Medical Practices will be open at the following times over the holiday
season:Friday 21st December
Saturday 22nd December
Sunday 23rd December
Monday 24th December
Tuesday 25th December
Wednesday 26th December
Thursday 27th December
Friday 28th December
Saturday 29th December
Sunday 30th December
Monday 31st December
Tuesday 1st January 2019
Wednesday 2nd January

OPEN 8am-6pm
Closed
Closed
OPEN 8am-6pm
Closed
Closed
OPEN 8am-6pm
OPEN 8am-6pm
Closed
Closed
OPEN 8am-6pm
Closed
OPEN 8am-6pm

Please go to www.grantamedicalpractices.co.uk for opening times for our
pharmacies, dispensaries and for details about our extended hours.
Alternative Services
When your local surgery is closed, there are GP’s on call at the Urgent Care Centre
based at Addenbrookes. If you need to be seen by a doctor or nurse, or need
advice while your surgery is closed, please call 111. This service operates between
6pm and 8am on weekdays and 24 hours at weekends and on Bank Holidays. It is

free to call from mobile ‘phones and landlines. Your condition will be assessed over
the ‘phone and if they think you need to be seen by a health professional, they will
refer you to the out-of-hours GP service.
Home Help
You can treat many minor winter illnesses such as colds and coughs, sore throats,
and upset stomachs easily at home. Make sure you are stocked up with winter
health essentials such as pain relief (paracetamol), cough and sore throat
remedies, a first aid kit, upset stomach treatment, rehydration treatment, and
heartburn / indigestion treatment. Having these winter essentials at hand will not
only save you time and help you to feel better quicker, but help save the NHS much
needed resources.
Your local pharmacist can also offer you advice and guidance on the best treatment
for you – and no appointment is needed. Pharmacists are available on every high
street and in supermarkets with many open evenings and weekends.
Repeat Prescriptions
Please ensure you have enough medication to cover the holiday period. Ordering
what you need in good time is the most stress-free approach for all, allowing 2
CLEAR working days from making your request to collecting the prescriptions.
Sandra East
Granta Communications Officer
Tel: 0300 234 5555
Email: sandra.east@nhs.net
Website: http://www.grantamedicalpractices.co.uk

THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk
Mistletoe has become a symbol for the festive season.
Large clusters of pale green mistletoe are revealed as the leaves fall in
November from the branches of apple, hawthorn, lime and poplars. This
semi-parasitic plant takes water and some nourishment from the host
tree. Clumps producing the sticky white berries are often guarded by
Mistle Thrushes as the berries attract other species eager to eat
them. The seeds are spread from tree to tree as the birds try to remove
the sticky flesh from their beaks and wipe them on a suitable
branch. Germination is slow, but once established the clumps grow
larger year on year and in some cases seem to overwhelm the host
tree.
As a plant which is sensitive to the chill of winter, mistletoe is rapidly
becoming well established in the eastern regions of England as our
winters are tending to become warmer. Festoons of mistletoe on
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suitable trees can be seen in parts of our local area including Hatfield
Forest, Saffron Walden, Quendon, Newport and other villages.
There are many seasonal traditions associated with this intriguing plant
which was thought to have magical powers especially if found growing
on Oaks. Within many European cultures its evergreen boughs were
used to symbolise eternal life. Mistletoe and holly were used to decorate
houses during the time of the winter solstice to remind people that the
circle of life would continue. Mistletoe came to symbolise good luck and
love in life.
If you need inspiration for a Christmas present, please consider the
Society's book, "The Hundred Parishes: An Introduction". It can be
purchased at local Tourist Information Centres and some local
bookshops. The principal author, Ken McDonald, will be on hand to sign
copies at Saffron Walden TIC on Saturday, December 1st between
10:30am and 12:30pm.
Tricia Moxey, Trustee

Mistletoe on a tree in Newport
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